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SHIRE OF KOJONUP, REGIONAL INVESTMENT FUND  

91. Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY to the Minister for Local Government and Regional Development: 
The Shire of Kojonup has a lack of residential and industrial lots available to cater for the expansion of the town.  
Headworks continue to be a prohibitive cost in making more lots available.  What are the criteria that the 
Government is using to allow rural communities to access the regional investment fund program, given that 
Kojonup has had 15 applications for assistance with development turned down?  

Hon TOM STEPHENS replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

The regional investment fund comprises three schemes: the regional infrastructure funding program, the Western 
Australian regional initiatives scheme and the regional development scheme. 

Regional infrastructure funding program assistance, of between $100 000 and $5 million for major capital works 
projects is designed to assist in attracting investment and increasing jobs in regional areas or to improve the 
access of regional communities to services.  The Western Australian regional initiatives scheme provides 
financial assistance of between $5 000 and $250 000 for non-capital works projects designed to deliver benefits 
across more than one region, in areas such as tourism development, capacity building and leadership, youth 
support, population retention, arts and culture, environment and natural resource management and industry-
related research. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Kojonup has been a huge winner out of that process. 

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  Yes.  The regional development scheme provides financial assistance of up to $150 000 
for a mix of capital works projects and other projects that may include feasibility studies, regional and local 
marketing programs and festivals and events.  Each of the nine regional development commissions administers 
its own scheme. 

The Shire of Kojonup has lodged nine expressions of interest totalling $2.36 million for regional infrastructure 
program funding.  A total of 65 expressions of interest have been assessed, with a combined request for funding 
in excess of $60 million.  One expression of interest from the shire was withdrawn and one was short-listed.  The 
shire was requested to provide a full application for funding.  The applications received from the shire were 
assessed as not meeting the regional infrastructure funding program criteria to the same extent as the projects 
that received funding.  The shire also lodged two applications for Western Australian regional initiatives scheme 
funding that were assessed as not meeting the funding criteria to the same extent as the projects that received 
funding.  I understand that the shire lodged four applications for assistance under the Great Southern 
Development Commission’s regional development scheme and that funding of $18 000 was approved for one 
project.  The project is for the centre of soil excellence feasibility study.  Some funding has flowed to the Shire 
of Kojonup under these schemes. 

I will table the criteria for each of the schemes. 
 


